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MEETING MINUTES 
August 5, 2020
Meeting Via Zoom
Attendance:

Todd Heidgerken Clackamas River Water
Kari Duncan, City of Lake Oswego

Sarah Jo Chaplen, North Clackamas County Water Commission/OLWS

Katy Niece, South Fork Water Board

John Goodrich, City of Tigard
Kim Swan, Clackamas River Water Providers

Christine Hollenbeck, Clackamas River Water Providers
Brian Monnin, City of Oregon City

Matt Kaatz, City of West Linn

Jennifer Joe, City of Tigard

Gail Stevens, Oak Lodge Water Services
Kurt Carpenter, USGS
Greg Geist, WES

Andrew Swanson, WES

Jeff Stallard, WES

Shelly Parini-Runge, WES

Tim Shibahara, PGE

Dan Cramer, PGE

Agenda
Approval of Minutes 

USGS BGA work in Clackamas
Groundwater Study

WES Tri- City Outfall Project

Program Updates

Roundtable

Approval of June CRWP Meeting Notes
Todd asked if there was a motion to approve the April minutes.  
Sarah Jo made a motion to approve the minutes, Kari Duncan seconded the motion.   The minutes were approved unanimously via voice vote. 
Public Comment

None

USGS BGA work in Clackamas

Kim told the group that the CRWP had been working with USGS for the past three years on a study of benthic algae as a source of cyanotoxins.  Kurt Carpenter from USGS told the group that the purpose of this study was to look at the Clackamas, Santiam, and McKenzie to better understand benthic sources of cyanotoxins in these drinking water sources and the possible impacts HABS can have.  During 2016-2018 a number of samples were taken in the Clackamas through a variety of methods including: hand picking algae colonies and mats, plankton net tows, and SPATT bags.  Key conclusions from the study include the following: 1)  Presence of all 4 primary cyanotoxins confirmed in numerous samples of benthic cyanobacteria. 2) Plankton net tow samples contained cyanobacteria, including Nostoc (especially) in transport to drinking water intakes. 3) Since toxins are intracellular, risk is unknown but frequent detection in SPATTs indicates that some toxin is dissolved. 4) Toxins might also be transported downstream associated with sediments or organic carbon. Kim said that when the final journal paper for this work was complete, she would send it to CRWP members.
Groundwater Baseflow Study: Analysis Findings
Kim told that the CRWP had hired Geosyntec last fiscal year to conduct a study on Groundwater in the basin.  Jamie Feldman, from Geosyntec, provided an overview of the purpose of the study, the data that was available, the relationships they were able to find or not regarding groundwater and snowpack and snowpack and streamflow, watershed implications, and their recommendations for next steps.
WES Tri- City Water Resource Recovery Outfall Project

Greg Geist and Jeff Stallard from Water Environment Services gave the group a presentation about the construction of a new pipeline and outfall for the Tri-City plant that will discharge wastewater effluent into the Willamette River.  WES has been working with Jacobs Engineering Group to determine the pipeline alignment, construction methods, the permitting process, and to address the required Oregon City Ballot Measure for Jon Storm park.  They anticipate that the permit process will take about two years and that construction would start in the spring of 2023.  The project should be completed the summer of 2024. For more info go to www.tricityoutfall.info 
Program Updates

Merina +Co Financial Report – Kim told the group that she had hired Merina +Co to conduct a financial review of fiscal year FY 2018-19 and that she had included their report in the meeting packet. 


Regroup Training/Communication Workshop - Kim said that she had completed the onboarding of CRWP members to the new Regroup communication tool with the exception of NCCWC staff which will happen in the next week.  Due to this training the CRWP Communication workshop with Barney and Worth has been deferred until September. Kim said she would send a doodle poll out to CRWP mangers to schedule a date and time for this zoom workshop.  
NRCS grant and RFP - Kim said that she had received an email from NRCS staff on Monday, August 3rd and that the grant contract was still in process but that they expected to have a contract for signatures in the next couple of weeks.  As soon as that happens, she said she would circle back with those CRWP members that said they would review the RFR proposals for this project.  
Down the River – Kim said that she has been working with We Love Clean Rivers, which is the non-profit that organizes the Annual Down the River Clean Up.  This year’s event will look different because of COVID so instead of a large one-day event it will be transformed into “Float the Clackamas OYO” on your own weekend with an emphasis on an online educational campaign.  In addition, the new River Ambassador program will be out along the Clackamas River sharing safety and stewardship information up to the Clean Up event. 
PSU Microplastic Study - Kim said that the CRWP continues to support PSU undergrad and graduate students on project that help inform the CRWP about the Clackamas River watershed.  For FY 20-21 the CRWP will be working with a Master student in the Department of Geography to look at Microplastics in the Clackamas River.  The project began this summer and should be completed by next summer. 
Annual Watershed Tour – Kim informed the group that this annual tour would not happen this year due to COVID but that she hoped that it would be back in October of 2021.

Fish on the Run campaign – Christine told the group that this year’s Fish on the Run campaign would be kicking off on August 17th.  One of the additions to this year’s campaign is a visually water conservation meter.  Christine provided two different options to the group, everyone like the arrow graphic the best. She said she would be sending out a follow up email to CRWP staff with additional information for each agency to post on website, social media etc. 
Calendar Distribution – Christine said that she usually provides each CRWP members office with a box of calendars and needed to know if anyone’s offices were currently open to the public.  At this point none of them are, so she said she would look at other means of getting the calendars out into the community. 
CRWP videos – Christine said that she was in the process of retooling the youth education programs since working with schools will look different this next year.  As part of that is in the process of working with a videographer to make a number of water education videos for teachers and students.  The first part of this process is doing video tours of all of our water treatment plants.  Christine said that she would send a follow up email to CRWP managers to look at scheduling a time to do this for each plant. 

Roundtable Updates
There was not time for roundtable updates.
Next CRWP meeting is scheduled for Wednesday October 7, 2020 from 9am – 11am via Zoom. 
