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Annual Report 

 For Fiscal Year 2015-16 

Background 

The Clackamas River Water Providers (CRWP) is a coalition of water providers that get 

their drinking water from the Clackamas River.  The organization is made up of 

representatives from the City of Estacada, City of Lake Oswego, City of Tigard, Clackamas 

River Water, the North Clackamas County Water Commission (Oak Lodge Water District, 

City of Gladstone), South Fork Water Board (City of Oregon City, City of West Linn), and 

Sunrise Water Authority (City of Happy Valley, City of Damascus). It includes two staff 

people, a Water Resource Manager and a Public Outreach & Education Coordinator.  The 

purpose of the organization is to fund and coordinate efforts regarding source water 

protection, and public outreach and education around watershed issues, drinking water, 

and water conservation so that we can ensure that the Clackamas River is used in the most 

sustainable way.  The following is a look at the year in review. 

CRWP Website 

The Clackamas River Water Providers website continues to be updated on a regular basis.  

The site includes information about CRWP members, our source water protection 

programs, and public outreach and water conservation programs, and is used as a tool for 

the Conservation Rebate Program.  The Resources and Documents page contains CRWP 

outreach material, plans, and reports that can be downloaded. Go to 

www.clackamasproviders.org to visit the site. 
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CRWP Website Homepage 

 
 

Source Water Protection Programs 

In 2010 the CRWP completed the development of a Drinking Water Protection Plan for the 

Clackamas River watershed.  This Plan acts as a road map of potential strategies and 

programs to implement over the next decade and beyond to preserve the Clackamas River 

as a high quality drinking water source and to minimize future drinking water treatment 

costs.  The CRWP continues to work on implementing elements of the Plan.  The 

descriptions below describe the CRWP efforts for the 2015-16 fiscal year. 
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Basin Analysis: Studies, GIS, Modeling and Water Quality Monitoring 

Monitoring Contract with USGS 

Fiscal year 2015-16 completed the third year of a Joint Funding Agreement with USGS for 

the operation and maintenance of three water quality monitoring stations on the 

Clackamas River at Carter Bridge, Estacada, and Oregon City.  These stations are 

strategically placed in the basin to provide a holistic view of water quality as water flows 

through the watershed.  Although each station provides important information on their 

own, when used in combination the WQ monitors can pinpoint where turbidity sources 

originate (upper basin, middle basin, lower basin), help pinpoint changes in water quality 

based on land use in different part of the basin, and can help identify where to start 

looking if a spill occurs.   

These monitoring stations continuously log pH, specific conductivity, dissolved oxygen, 

temperature, and turbidity.  The Oregon City gauge also records chlorophyll and 

streamflow.  In addition to the monitoring contract, the CRWP paid for replacement 

probes, solutions and cables, as well as the utility fees for the real time data signals 

associated with the USGS monitoring sites. The water quality data can be accessed via the 

web at http://or.water.usgs.gov/clackamas/monitors/.     

 

Macroinvertabrate Sampling  

In 2012-13 the CRWP entered into a contract with ABR Inc. to develop a long-term 

macroinvertebrate monitoring plan for the lower Clackamas River and its tributaries (Cole 

2013). This plan called for sampling from the lower mainstem Clackamas River and its 

major tributaries once every year for two to three years in order to produce a robust 

dataset necessary to identify changes in biological conditions when they occur. In 

September of 2015 the CRWP conducted its third round of macroinvertebrate sampling at 

five sites in the lower Clackamas River between river miles 0.5 and 20.  These sites were 

selected to bracket the four drinking water points of diversion between river miles 0.8 and 

3.1, and the Deep Creek subwatershed.  A copy of this final report can be found by going 

http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/15-

120_CRWP_Macros_FINAL_Rpt_2-16-16.pdf 
 

Cyanobacteria (BGA) Toxic Testing 

The State of Oregon's Best Management Practices for Cyanobacteria (blue green algal) 

Toxins provide guidance for municipal water providers on how to test both raw and 

finished water at their intakes if they are downstream of a toxic algal bloom. Due to new 

EPA guidance for algal toxins the CRWP BGA Response Plan and Flow Chart were updated 

to reflect these new guidelines.   During the summer of 2015 North Fork reservoir 

http://or.water.usgs.gov/clackamas/monitors/
http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/15-120_CRWP_Macros_FINAL_Rpt_2-16-16.pdf
http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/15-120_CRWP_Macros_FINAL_Rpt_2-16-16.pdf
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experience a blue green algae bloom for most of the summer.  Low levels of toxins were 

detected in North Fork on four occasions triggering both the City of Estacada and the City 

of Lake Oswego to test both their raw and finished water for toxins.  Low levels of toxins 

were found in Lake Oswego's raw water twice.  The CRWP coordinated these efforts and 

paid for the toxin testing costs.   

 

2013 319 Grant for Septic System WQ Monitoring  

In the fall of 2013 the CRWP received a $30,000 319 grant from DEQ. The purpose of this 

grant was to analyze the potential contribution of high-risk septic systems to the microbial 

pollution load of the lower Clackamas River using advance molecular techniques targeting 

human specific indicator bacteria among the bacterial class bacteroidetes. This helped us 

determine whether the identified high-risk septic systems are truly a problem, as well as 

gave us a better understanding of whether E. coli violations are from people or animal 

sources.  Monthly sampling took place at 7 locations from April 2014 thru April of 2015.  

This project was completed and the Final Report was submitted to DEQ in February of 

2016.  To download a copy of this report go to http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/10/MST-Clackamas-River-Watershed-Final-Report.pdf 
 

Education and Research Assistance 

Clackamas Community College and Portland State University Interns 

Staff from the CRWP continues to work with the Clackamas Community College’s Water & 

Environmental Technology Program and Portland State University to provide internship 

opportunities for students to support CRWP related projects.  This year the CRWP 

provided stipends to three interns from Portland State University and one intern from 

Clackamas Community College.    

 

One intern from Portland State University conducted a Geographic Information System 

(GIS) analysis of the Clackamas River Watershed to define and interpret the riparian 

corridors and to conduct a canopy assessment of the river and stream in the watershed.  

The other two graduate students conducted two surveys for the CRWP.  The first survey 

looked at watershed landowners perspectives on watershed stewardship programs.  The 

result from for this survey can be downloaded at http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp 

content/uploads/2014/10/Clackamas_Landowner_Survey_Summary_2016.pdf 

 

The second survey focused on CRWP member customer's views of their desire to 

participate in ongoing drinking water source protection efforts.  The final results of this 

survey are expected to be finalized during the fall of 2016.  The CCC intern worked with the 

CRWP Public Outreach & Education Coordinator on public outreach and education efforts. 

 

http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/MST-Clackamas-River-Watershed-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/MST-Clackamas-River-Watershed-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Clackamas_Landowner_Survey_Summary_2016.pdf
http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Clackamas_Landowner_Survey_Summary_2016.pdf
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Point Source Evaluation and Mitigation 

Tracking, evaluating, and monitoring point sources (water quality and other 

permits) 

The CRWP continues to review water quality permits that come up for renewal to see if 

there could be an impact on drinking water quality, and if there is an opportunity to 

provide public comment on these permits.  The CRWP comments generally look at ways to 

enhance permit requirements and ways to better notify CRWP members of spills, 

overflows, or contamination events.  In addition this is another tool to help educate and 

remind permitees that the Clackamas River is an important drinking water source.   

 

Portland General Electric (PGE) Blue Green Algae Team/Mitigation Fund 

Committee  

The Clackamas River Water Providers continue to be an active participant in PGE’s Blue 

Green Algae Team which oversees PGE’s Blue Green Algae Monitoring Program and PGE’s 

Mitigation Fund Committee.  This year the Blue-Green Algae Team reviewed the 2015 

Annual Blue-Green Algae Report, which included results from the yearly monitoring 

program.  No changes were recommended for 2016.  PGE’s Mitigation Fund Committee 

met a number of times this year to review applications from potential project proponents 

for the $3.5 million dollars available in the 2015 funding cycle. The Committee ended up 

approving full or partial funding for 11 restoration projects in the Clackamas River basin.  

 

Nonpoint Source Evaluation and Mitigation  

Eco Biz Certification Support 

The CRWP continues to work with the Pollution Prevention Outreach Team which is a 

group of pollution prevention experts in the Portland metro area that administers the 

EcoBiz certification program. This certification program recognizes businesses that go 

beyond compliance with local environmental requirements and implement pollution 

prevention efforts in their work sites.  Businesses are certified through an intensive 

application and evaluation process.   

 

During the 2015-16 fiscal year the CRWP provided funding to increase EcoBiz outreach 

efforts in the lower Clackamas River (Hwy 212/224 industrial area).  EcoBiz staff contacted 

and provided technical assistance to four (4) property management companies, to nine (9) 

automotive shops, and twenty three (23) landscape contractors. Most of landscapers 

contacted received an outreach letter offering free technical assistance for EcoBiz 

Certification.  In addition the CRWP contributed to an EcoBiz Landscape advertisement in 

All Things Real Estate, promoting EcoBiz Certified Landscapers.  See Appendix A. The 
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final report can be downloaded at http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/05/PPRC-Final-Report-FY-15_16-CRWP.pdf 

 

Septic System Workshops and Presentations 

Two Know Your Septic System Check it, Fix it, Maintain it! workshops supported by the 

CRWP  were offered in the 2015-16 fiscal year.  The City of Estacada workshop was 

canceled to do low registration.  The City of Damascus had almost 50 people in attendance.  

These workshops presented information on how septic systems work, and why they need 

to be maintained, along with information on the financial assistance the CRWP provides 

for septic system owners in the Clackamas River watershed.  In February the CRWP 

partnered with Clackamas County staff to give a presentation on septic systems and the 

importance of take care of and maintaining them to protect water quality, to a local 

Community Planning Organization. See Appendix B.  Video of the Damascus workshop can 

be downloaded at 

http://damascus.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=129  
 

Septic System Financial Assistance Program 

The CRWP continued to offer septic system owners that live within the Clackamas River 

watershed financial assistance for septic system inspections and repairs.  To be eligible for 

the program septic system owners had to live in the watershed upstream from CRWP 

drinking water intakes and use a DEQ Oregon Septic Smart certified business/contractor.  

A total of two $100 septic system inspections and/or pumping rebates were processed and 

five applications for the repair cost share program for over $4,000 were processed.   
 

Down the River Clean Up Sponsorship 

For the sixth year in the a row the CRWP has provided funding to We Love Clean Rivers, 

Inc to hire an event coordinator for the Annual Clackamas Down the River Clean Up which 

took place in September of 2015. The 13th Annual Down the River Clean Up included 250+ 

volunteers and cleaned up nearly 2 TONS (3,800 lbs.) of trash from the Clackamas River 

while recycling 82% of that trash, the highest recycling rate in 13 years.  As an event 

sponsor the CRWP’s logo is placed on event marketing and outreach material.  See 

Appendix C. 

 

2014 SRF Grant for Interpretative Signage 

In the Fall of 2014 the CRWP received a $30,000 Drinking Water Source Protection Grant. 

The purpose of this grant  was to install attractive interpretative signage at parks and boat 

ramps in the lower Clackamas River to help educate our river users how their actions can 

impact the water quality of the river making it more expensive for our drinking water 

treatment plants downriver to treat this water.  In addition to signage an outreach 

http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/PPRC-Final-Report-FY-15_16-CRWP.pdf
http://www.clackamasproviders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/PPRC-Final-Report-FY-15_16-CRWP.pdf
http://damascus.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=129%20
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brochure was created.   Installation of the signs is being completed during the summer of 

2016 and it is expected that the final report will be submitted to the State in September.   

See Appendix D. 
 

Pesticide Reduction Efforts with the Clackamas County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

The CRWP continued to work with the CSWCD to leverage funding for pesticide reduction 

through the Windsock Program and the Pesticide Sprayer Efficiency Cost Share Program. 

See Appendix E.  

 

Windsock Program – The purpose of this program 

is to help agricultural producers apply pesticides 

without losing chemicals to drift from wind.  The 

Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District in 

partnership with Clackamas River Water Providers, 

offers producers free calibrated windsocks.  These 

windsocks are calibrated to indicate wind speed from 

2 to 12 miles per hour. Windsocks are attached directly to the tractor for real time 

information to make quick, more accurate decisions on spraying practices for reducing 

drift. To date 25 windsocks have been distributed.  Five producers have two windsocks: 

either for two separate locations or one for an insecticide sprayer and the other for a 

herbicide sprayer. 
 

Sprayer Efficiency Cost-Share Program – The Sprayer Efficiency program provides up 

to $500 toward the replacement of a limited number of parts for commercial pesticide 

spray equipment used by agricultural producers. The purpose of this program is to 

increase sprayer efficiency to reduce the amount of pesticide used. Reducing pesticides 

reduces the risk of polluting nearby waters, used by humans, fish, and wildlife.  To date 

only one Clackamas River watershed grower has taken advantage of the program. 

 

Workshops - Two workshops were conducted during the 2014-15 fiscal year which the 

CRWP helped sponsor. They covered the following topics: Sprayer - Set Up for Success 

and Whole Farm Planning to Manage Pests and Minimize Pesticide Use. Combined 55 

people attended these workshops.  

 

Pesticide Reduction Efforts with the Clackamas River Basin Council  

For the eighth year in a row the CRWP has worked with Clackamas River Basin Council to 

support an outreach program for voluntary pesticide reduction through the distribution of 

educational fact sheets, and new this year the implementation of a Pesticide Pledge 
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Program.  This program is designed to educate property owners about the wise use of 

pesticides and to empower them to use alternatives to pesticides.  Pledge participants then 

have the opportunity to display a basin-specific yard sign that acts as a reminder of the 

steps they are taking to promote and enhance watershed health. See Appendix F. 

 

CRBC Financial Support 

The CRWP continues to provide funding for operational support for the Clackamas River 

Basin Council.  The Clackamas River Basin Council is working to protect and improve 

water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat in the Clackamas River basin.  
 

Disaster Preparedness and Response  

The Clackamas Watershed Spill Committee 

In November of 2015 the CRWP hosted the fourth annual Clackamas River Spill 

Committee meeting.  Staff from DEQ, Clackamas County, ODOT, as well as local hazmat 

and first responders attended the meeting.  As part of this meeting the group completed a 

driving tour of drinking water intakes, stormwater outfalls, and public access points so that 

committee members would have a better situational awareness of potential contaminant 

pathways and resources to be protected.  The remainder of the meeting was spent looking 

at how to incorporate the field trip information into the geographic response plan 

strategies, and the requirements and utility of a web-based GRP interface for sharing the 

response strategies and other relevant information. This resulted in the completion of six 

detailed spill response strategy summary sheets which can be viewed online at 

https://crwproviders.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a2a2de0a324c

46e5b7636d3426b20dc0 

 

Table Top Exercise 

In December of 2015 the CRWP facilitated a Table Top Exercise for CRWP members.  The 

primary purpose of this exercise was to enhance the ability of CRWP member staff and 

personnel to effectively communicate with each other, Clackamas County staff, and our 

customers regarding "Boil Water" or "Do Not Drink" events, and for participants to get 

some hands on experience using the Regional Water Providers Consortium's Drink Water 

Advisory (DWA) Tool. 30 people from 13 organizations participated in the exercise. 

Public Outreach and Information Sharing  

See the Public Outreach & Education Program section for additional information.   
 

 

https://crwproviders.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a2a2de0a324c46e5b7636d3426b20dc0
https://crwproviders.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a2a2de0a324c46e5b7636d3426b20dc0
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Annual Watershed Tour 

The Annual CRWP Watershed Tour was held on Saturday October 3rd, 2015 and focused 

on the upper portion of the Clackamas Watershed.  The tour included presentations by 

PGE and the USFS, who highlighted their watershed and water quality efforts. The day 

included stops with the USFS to talk about the 36 Pit fire, and at mile post 41 to talk about 

a fish restoration project. Stops with PGE included the North Fork Dam to see their new 

juvenile fish surface collector, and their adult fish sorting facility.  Thirty six people 

participated in the tour.  

2015 Watershed Tour 

              

 

Other Water Resource Activities 

 

Stored Water Agreement with PGE 

The CRWP continues to implement the Stored Water Agreement with PGE, providing us 

with the ability to call for water to be release from Timothy Lake at certain times of year for 

municipal water use.  In September of 2015 the CRWP exercised the agreement and made 

the first ever call for water which required PGE to release additional water from Timothy 

Lake in the month of September. 

 

Water Resource Related Committees 

The Water Resource Manager continues to represent the interests of the CRWP on a 

number of different water resource related committees.  These include: the Oregon Water 

Utilities Council (Chair), the Consortium Emergency Planning Committee, Clackamas 

County Homeland Security Task Force, the Clackamas Stewardship Partners, EcoBiz 

Pollution Prevention Outreach Team, ORAWRA, and the PNWS-AWWA Water Resource 

Committee.   
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Public Outreach & Education Program 

This program provides public outreach, education, as well as conservation services and 

programs to CRWP members.  Some of the activities described below are not provided for 

City of Lake Oswego, the City of Tigard, and Clackamas River Water.  The primary focus of 

the program is on education and outreach efforts to the public regarding source water 

protection and watershed issues, drinking water treatment and distribution, indoor and 

outdoor water use as well as water conservation.  This allows us to provide a holistic view 

of how our water resources are connected and why it is important to protect and conserve 

the water we get from the Clackamas River.  There are a number of individual programs or 

components that provide awareness, information, motivation and action for our 

customers.  The following is a summary of what the public outreach and education 

program accomplished this past year. 

 

Youth Education, Presentations, and Assembly Programs  

The CRWP youth education program is an integral part of the our outreach and education 

efforts.  The goal of this program is to educate students about the Clackamas River 

watershed, the process for treating and distributing public drinking water, and water 

conservation issues so they develop overall awareness and water changing behaviors.  The 

secondary goal is for students to take this information back to their parents.    

 

The CRWP programs are offered at no cost to the schools and range from classroom 

presentations done by staff, assembly programs performed by contractors, as well as 

education resources for teachers.  A total of 85 classroom presentations, assembly 

programs, and treatment plant tours were completed between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 

2016 (these numbers do not include the Children’s Clean Water Festival and the CCWET 

Celebrating Water Event).  See Appendix G for a list of all of the schools that were offered 

the CRWP programs. See Appendix H for a breakout by CRWP member of where these 

programs were completed. 

 

New Story Development 

This past year CRWP staff worked closely with professional story teller Will Hornyak on a 

two part project.  The first part of the project completed in year 2015-16 was to develop two 

new stories that are Clackamas River and Clackamas watershed specific for our schools.   

The second portion of the project will be completed next year and will tape the two stories 

so the CRWP can give each teacher in our CRWP educational and outreach service areas a 

copy of the audio CD. 
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Treatment Plant Tours 

The Public Outreach & Education Program coordinates water treatment plant tours for the 

general public and CRWP member area schools.  Participants are matched with tours of 

the treatment plant that their water comes from.  This year 14 tours of the North 

Clackamas County Water Commission plant were given to schools from the City of 

Gladstone, City of Happy Valley and the City of West Linn, and 4 tours of the South Fork 

Water Board treatment plant were given to the Oregon City Service Learning Academy.  

Many of these tours were also paired with tours of the Tri-City wastewater treatment plant 

so that students could see the whole human part of the water cycle. 

 

Mini Water Education Grants for Teachers 

The youth education program also offers Mini Water Education Grants to teachers. These 

grants up to $250 are intended to provide supplemental funding for water related projects 

or field trips to encourage water education in the schools.  We processed 9 grants for 19 

teachers this past year.  See Appendix I for more detailed information. 

Water Conservation Calendar  

The Annual Water Calendar is a collaborative project with 

CRWP grade schools where local students participate in a 

coloring contest with a water education theme.  Thirteen 

pictures were chosen from all the entries submitted and 

used to create a Water Conservation Calendar.  The theme 

for the 2017 calendar was “Why Water Is Important to 

Me”.  Students were encouraged to create pictures 

depicting what they had learned about water and how 

much of the earth's water is fresh water and available to 

drink.   Seventeen classes from eight different elementary schools participated in the 

contest and approximately 600 pictures were submitted.    

 

Each school that had at least one class participate in the contest will receive a box (125) of 

calendars to give out to family and friends or to use as fundraisers.  Additional calendars 

are available to teachers, families, and the general public upon request, as well as being 

distributed throughout Clackamas River Water Provider education and outreach program 

members City Halls, Libraries and offices.  See Appendix J for a list of which schools 

participated in the project. 

 

11th Annual Clackamas County Water Education Team (CCWET) Celebrating 

Water Festival 

CRWP staff continues to Chair the CCWET group.  The group worked on the organization 
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of the 11th Annual CCWET Water Festival. The Festival took place March 15th, 2016 at 

Clackamas Community College.  The festival played host to 11 schools with 23 classes and 

approximately 800 4th & 5th grade students from Clackamas County.  The festival 

included 22 exhibits and 2 stage shows performed by Will Hornyak & Recycleman and the 

Dumpster Divers, along with 25 high school volunteers from Clackamas High School. 
 

Support of Clackamas County Recycle at Work Program 

The CRWP continues to partner with Clackamas County to support the Recycle at Work 

Program by providing the County with bathroom/kitchen faucet aerators and a number of 

water conservation brochures to help business owners within the CRWP service areas 

learn how to be more efficient with their water.  The program conducts on-site 

assessments of current waste, water, energy and purchasing practices.  Companies receive 

recommendations, tools and ongoing support to help them be more resource-efficient.   

 

Support of Clackamas Community College Horticultural Department and 

Water Efficient Landscaping  

The CRWP continues to support Clackamas Community College Horticultural Department 

in a number of ways.  This past year the CRWP put $2,500 in the Clackamas Community 

College Foundation to support updating the existing Water Efficient Demonstration 

Garden signage and the instillation of a new demonstration rain garden.  The rain garden 

collects rain from the roof of the existing demonstration garden kiosk.  The funding will 

also be used for the installation of an additional rain garden installed to manage storm 

water in one of the parking lots to be completed in 2016-17. 

Clackamas Community College Stormwater Management Workshop  

For a second year in a row CRWP and City of West Linn staff presented a Stormwater 

Management workshop per the request of Clackamas Community College.  The workshop 

was designed to teach landscape professionals about municipal stormwater management, 

design and maintenance requirements, and how it all relates to water quality and 

watershed health.  Fifteen people attended the workshop.  The workshop was approved for 

4 continuing educational hours by the Landscape Contractors Board.    

 

Mobile Garden 

In 2014, the CRWP entered into a MOU with a number of other water resource 

organizations in Clackamas County for the maintenance and care of the mobile 

demonstration garden.   The group takes the garden to various events throughout the 

spring and summer to educate the public about native and water efficient gardening.  A 

few of this year's events included the Master Gardener Spring Fling, the Oregon City 

Farmer Market Pollinator Fair, and the Lavender Festival.  This summer will be the fourth 
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year the group has had the garden. 
 

Community Events  

The CRWP staff participated in a total of 10 community events within the CRWP service 

areas providing conservation, source water protection, drinking water information, and 

promotional items at these events.  This gave staff the opportunity to engage in one on one 

conversation about water conservation and watershed issues with our customers.  See 

Appendix K for the list of events. 

 

Adult Presentations  

CRWP staff participated in and/or presented at a total of 8 public education and water 

conservation presentations to adult audiences.  These presentations gave staff the 

opportunity to talk to members of our community as well as peers regarding the 

Clackamas River Water Providers group and how we operate, where our water comes from, 

how we treat the river water for public use and why watershed protection and water 

conservation are so important.  The goal of this program is to continue outreach to 

neighborhood associations, CPO’s, local garden groups, or other civic groups interested in 

learning about where our water comes from, and how they can conserve water and protect 

our watershed.  See Appendix L for the list of presentations completed. 

 

Newsletters & Websites 

CRWP staff continues to send CRWP public education and outreach member agencies 

articles and information throughout the year for their newsletters and websites.  Topics 

ranged from general water conservation, indoor conservation, to outdoor conservation 

tips, watershed and water resource issues, emergency preparedness as well as resources 

that are available through the CRWP such as the rebate program.  In addition the CRWP 

has a quarterly E-newsletter that it distributes to CRWP members and interested parties, 

as well as being posted on the CRWP website.  See Appendix M for an example of our 

quarterly E newsletter. 

Conservation Outreach Materials 

The CRWP continues to develop outreach materials and use a number of promotional 

items with the CRWP logo and contact information on them such as shower timers, 

pencils, paper bags, indoor water audit kits and brochures.  These were passed out to 

citizens at events, member offices and city halls, through the school programs, and mailed 

to customers upon request.  A more detailed description of new outreach pieces created 

this past year are below.    
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Bumper Sticker 

A bumper sticker was created using the front panel of the 2014 "Water Lean Grow Green" 

summer brochure.  The bumper sticker is bright, colorful and reminds everyone you can 

still have a colorful and beautiful garden while being efficient with your outdoor water use.  

These were passed out to citizens at events, member offices and city halls. See Appendix N. 

 

2016 Summer Brochure 

The Public Outreach and Education staff worked with CRW staff to develop a 2016 

summer brochure focusing on the basic and most effective outdoor water management 

tips.  Members were encouraged to use the brochure as a bill stuffer and/or place the 

brochure on their individual websites.  In addition 2000 brochures were printed for staff 

to hand out during the summer events.  See Appendix O. 

 

How Water Systems Work Web Version 

Staff worked with designers to take the "How Our Water Systems Work" booklet to make it 

web, phone and tablet friendly.  The web version of the very successful booklet was shared 

with CRWP members and their communities, and can be downloaded from our website.  

 

Watershed Map for Website  

Staff has been working on the creation of an interactive Clackamas River watershed map 

for the CRWP web site.  The map will allow customers to see the whole watershed and 

zoom in for a close up of all of the CRWP service areas.  Different points of interest will be 

highlighted on the map such as land use, PGE dams, major parks, fish hatcheries, water 

treatment plants and areas they serve.  Each point of interest will give the viewer an option 

to click for information and/or web site links.  The new interactive map should be live on 

the CRWP website sometime in the fall of 2016. 

Technical and Financial Assistance Program 

 

Water Conservation Rebate Program 

The CRWP public outreach and education program completed its 7th year administering 

the Water Conservation Rebate Program.  The Rebate Program continues to be very 

popular with the CRWP customers.  The Program offers a range of rebates to ensure that 

there is applicability to our vast range of customers.  It consists of a $100 rebate for 

replacing old toilets with new High Efficiency Toilets (HET), a $75 rebate when customers 

purchase a new Energy Star certified residential clothes washer, a $50 rebate for hose bib 

timers and/or irrigation rain switch, and up to $60 (20 per account at $3 each) if 
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customers replaced their old inefficient irrigation spray nozzles with efficient water 

conserving models.   

 

The program is marketed through the distribution of a brochure at CRWP member's 

offices, and at local Home Depots and Lowes, and to the public at summer events as well as 

through the CRWP website.  Funds were depleted by June 2016.  A total of 117 customers 

took advantage of the program.  In June the rebate brochure was updated to include 

changes in the toilet rebate program and the addition of a water sense weather based 

irrigation controller rebate available starting July of 2016. See Appendix P.   

Other Public Education and Outreach Activities 

 

Conservation Related Committees 

CRWP staff continues to attend meetings and represent the CRWP interests on a number 

of different public outreach and conservation related committees.  These include the 

Regional Water Provider’s Consortium Conservation Committee, the Regional Water 

Providers Water Communicators Network, the Children’s Clean Water Festival Planning 

Committee, acting Chair of the Clackamas County Water Education Team (CCWET), a 

member of the Clackamas Sustainability Cooperative, and a member of the PNWS-AWWA 

Conservation Committee and of the PNWS-AWWA Public Information Committee.  

 
Staff is also a member of the Oregon Landscape Contractors Board and a long time 

member of the Oregon Landscape Contractors Exam Review Committee which is 

responsible for reviewing exams that Oregon landscape professionals are required to take 

for professional certification. 
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Appendix A -  EcoBiz Outreach 
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Appendix B -  Septic System Workshop Mailer 
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Appendix C – Down the River Clean Up 
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Appendix D - Park Interpretative Signage 

 

Milo McIver State Park Signs 
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Interpretative Sign For All Other Parks  

 

Signage Outreach Brochure  
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Appendix E – Pesticide Reduction Efforts with the CSWCD 

Windsock Program Flyer 
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  Appendix F - Pesticide Reduction Outreach Program with CRBC 
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Appendix G - CRWP Schools 

There are 41 schools in the Clackamas River Water Providers combined service area that 

were offered CRWP youth education programs.  Below is a list of these schools. 

 
City of Estacada Schools 

 Clackamas River Elementary 

 Estacada Jr. High School  

 Estacada High School   
 
City of Gladstone Schools 

 John Wetten Elementary 

 Kraxberger Middle School 

 Gladstone High school 
 
Oak Lodge Water District Schools 

 Concord Elementary 

 Candy Lane Elementary 

 Jennings Lodge Elementary 

 Oak Grove Elementary 

 Riverside Elementary 

 View Acres Elementary 

 Rex Putnam High School 
 
South Fork - Oregon City Schools 

 Gaffney Lane Elementary 

 Holcomb Elementary 

 John McLoughlin Elementary 

 Gardiner Middle School 

 Oregon City High School 

 Spring Water Environmental 
Sciences School 

 Alliance Charter Academy 

 
 
 
 

South Fork - West Linn Schools 

 Bolton Primary 

 Cedaroak Park Primary 

 Sunset Primary 

 Trillium Creek Primary 

 Willamette Primary 

 Rosemount Ridge Middle School 

 West Linn High School 

 3 River Charter School 
 
 
Sunrise Water Authority Schools 

 Deep Creek Damascus K-8 

 Lewis and Clark Montessori Public 
Charter School 

 Happy Valley Elementary 

 Mt. Scott Elementary 

 Oregon Trail Elementary 

 Spring Mountain Elementary 

 Sunnyside Elementary 

 Verne Duncan Elementary 

 Scouters Mountain Middle School 

 Rock Creek Middle School 

 Happy Valley Middle School 

 Damascus Middle School 

 Clackamas High School 
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Appendix H 

Youth Education Program & Presentation 

 

A total of 85 classroom presentations and assembly programs were completed between 

September 24, 2015 and June 13, 2016.  Below is a breakdown of where these programs 

and presentations were completed.  This number does not include the number of children 

reached through the Children’s Clean Water Festival and the CCWET Celebrating Water 

Event; these events are listed at the bottom of the page with number of children reached. 

City of Estacada 
Total # presentation = 8  
City of Gladstone 
Total # presentation = 17 
Oak Lodge Water District 
Total # presentations = 15 
South Fork Water 
Total # presentations = 15 Oregon City 
Sunrise Water Authority 
Total # presentations = 30  
 
23rd Annual Children’s Clean Water Festival 
52 classes 
20 Schools 
9 Districts 
34 presentations   
15 exhibitors 
3 stage shows 
Total # of students = #1461 
CRWP schools in attendance this year were 5 classes from View Acres Elementary and 3 
classes from Happy Valley Elementary. 
 
11th Annual Clackamas County Water Education Team Celebrating Water 
Event 
23 Classes 
11 Schools 
23 Teachers 
115 Adult chaperones 
35 High school volunteers 
21 Exhibits 
2 Stage shows 
Total # of students = #800 
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Appendix H - continued 

Youth Education Presentation Tracking   

Date Location Program 
# of 

Students District/Area 

9/24/2015  Happy Valley 
Elementary 

NCCWC Plant Tour 
#35 

Sunrise 

9/24/2015 Happy Valley 
Elementary 

NCCWC Plant Tour 

#35 

Sunrise 

10/23/2015 Clackamas River 
Elementary 

Salmon Game 
(3) #66 

Estacada 

10/29/2015 Clackamas River 
Elementary 

Fred the Fish 
(3) #66 

Estacada 

11/3/2015 Riverside Elem Mad Science, “What DO You 
Know About H2O? #102  

Oak Lodge 

11/13/2015 Oregon trail Elem Mad Science, “Where’s The 
Water Watson? # 65 

Sunrise 

11/17/2015 Happy Valley 
Elementary 

Fred The Fish 
#33 

Sunrise 

11/18/2015 Happy Valley 
Elementary 

Salmon Game 
#33 

Sunrise 

12/8/2015 Candy Lane Elementary Will Hornyak  #350 Sunrise 

12/14/2015 Mount Scott 
Elementary 

Will Hornyak 
#550 

Sunrise 

1/7/2016 Kraxberger Middle Source to the Tap (3) #111 Gladstone 

1/8/2016 Kraxberger Middle Source to the Tap (2) #74 Gladstone 

1/11/2016 Kraxberger Middle Taste-imony to Tap Water (3) #111 Gladstone 

1/14/2016 Kraxberger Middle Taste-imony to Tap Water (2) #74 Gladstone 

1/19/2016 Kraxberger Middle NCCWC Plant Tour 
(1) #37 

Gladstone 

1/20/2016 Gaffney Lane Elem. Fred the Fish 
(1) #37 

SF Oregon City 

1/26/2016 Riverside elem. Salmon Game (3) #100 Oak Lodge 

1/26/2016 Kraxberger Middle NCCWC Plant Tour (1) #37 Gladstone 

2/2/2016 Kraxberger Middle NCCWC Plant Tour (1) #37 Gladstone 

2/4/2016 Kraxberger Middle NCCWC Plant Tour (2) #74 Gladstone 

2/24/2016 Candy lane Elementary Recycleman  Oak Lodge 

2/16/2016 Rock Creek Middle Christine on site Rain Water (4)  Sunrise 

2/25/2016 Candy Lane Elementary Mad Science, “What Do You 
Know?" #90 

Oak Lodge 

3/3/2016 Rock Creek Middle NCCWC Plant Tour (4) Sunrise 

3/4/2016 River Mill Elem Mad Science, “What Do You (1) Estacada 
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Know?" 

3/10/2016 Spring Water 
Environmental 

Mad Science, “What Do You 
Know?" (1) 

SF Oregon City 

3/29/2016 Riverside Elem. Will Hornyak #450 Oak Lodge 

4/1/2016 Oregon City Service 
Learning Academy 

South Fork Treatment Plant 
Tour #17 

SF Oregon City 

4/5/2016 John Wetten Elem. Will Hornyak #235 Gladstone 

4/6/2016 Spring Water 
Environmental 

Will Hornyak 
#250 

SF Oregon City 

4/8/2016 John Mcloughlin Elem "Where the Water 
Watson?" Mad Science (2)  #100 

SF Oregon City 

4/9/2016 Estacada Library Mad Science "What Do You 
Know" (1) 

Estacada 

4/22/2016 Oregon City Service 
Learning Academy 

South Fork Treatment Plant 
Tour #17 

SF Oregon City 

4/27/2016 Rex Putnam High  NCCWC Plant Tour (3) #90 Oak Lodge 

5/2/2016 Oak Grove Elem.  Mad Science "What Do You 
Know?" (1) 

Oak Lodge 

5/3/2016 Oregon trail elem.  Mad Science "What Do You 
Know?" (1) 

Sunrise 

5/4/2016 Happy Valley Elem.  Mad Science "What Do You 
Know?" (1) 

Sunrise 

5/6/2016 Oregon City Service 
Learning Academy 

South Fork Treatment Plant 
Tour #17 

SF Oregon City 

5/16/2016 Gaffney Lane Elem. Mad Science "Where's the 
Water Watson?" (1) 

SF Oregon City 

5/17/2016 Oregon City Library Mad Science "Where's the 
Water Watson?" (2) 

SF Oregon City 

5/18/2016 Happy valley Elem. Mad Science "Where's the 
Water Watson?" (1) 

Sunrise 

5/19/2016 Oak Grove Elem.  Mad Science "Where's the 
Water Watson?" (1) 

Oak Lodge 

5/19/2016 Oregon Trail Elem.  Mad Science "Where's the 
Water Watson?" (1) 

Sunrise 

5/21/2016 Gladstone Library Mad Science "Where's the 
Water Watson?" (1) 

Gladstone 

6/3/2016 Oregon City Service 
Learning Academy 

South Fork Treatment Plant 
Tour #17 

SF Oregon City 

6/7/2016 Spring Water 
Environmental 

Science Presentations All 
Grades 

SF Oregon City 

5/25/2016  Verne Duncan 
Elementary 

Non-point Source 
Watershed Model (3) 

Sunrise 

6/8/2016  Verne Duncan How to build your own (3) Sunrise 
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Elementary Watershed 

6/10/2016 Verne Duncan 
Elementary 

Rainstick 
(3) 

Sunrise 

6/13/2016 Verne Duncan 
Elementary 

Rainstick 
(3) 

Sunrise 
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Appendix I - Mini Water Education Grants  

Grants were issued to the following schools. 

City of Gladstone: 

Kraxberger Middle school - (6) 6th grade Teachers 

 

Oak Lodge Water District: 

Candy Lane Elementary – (3) 4th grade  Teachers 

Oak Grove Elementary - (1) 4th grade Teacher 

Rex Putnam High School - (1) 11th/12th grade Teacher 

 

South Fork: 

Willamette Primary - West Linn – (3) 5th grade  Teachers 

Gaffney Lane Elementary - Oregon City - (1) 3rd grade Teacher 

 

Sunrise Water Authority: 

Happy Valley Elem. - (3) 4th grade Teachers 

Rock Creek Middle School - (1) 8th grade Teacher 
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Appendix  J –2017 CRWP Children's Calendar 

8 schools and 17 classes participated in the 2017 CRWP Children's Calendar coloring 

contest.  Approximately 600 pictures were submitted.  The following is a breakdown of 

which CRWP members schools participated in the calendar project. 

South Fork Water Board 
John Mcloughlin Elementary (Oregon City) 
Gaffney Lane Elementary (Oregon City) 
 
Sunrise Water Authority 
Sunnyside Elementary (Happy Valley) 
Happy Valley Elementary (Happy Valley) 
Deep Creek Damascus K-8 (Damascus) 
Oregon trail Elementary (Happy Valley) 
 
Gladstone 
John Wetten Elementary 
 
Oak Lodge 
View Acres Elementary 
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Appendix K – Community Events 
 

CRWP staff participated in 10 Community Events throughout CRWP service areas 

between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. 

 

7/4/2015 Happy Valley 4th of July 
Event CRWP 

7/9/2015 Damascus Farmers Market CRWP 
8/4/2015 Gladstone Cultural Festival CRWP 
8/18-23/2015 Clackamas County Fair CRWP 
10/3/2015 CRWP Watershed Tour CRWP 
3/27/2016 Home and Garden Show  RWPC 
3/19/2016 Exhibitor at the Annual 

Tree School, Clackamas 
Community College CRWP 

4/8/2016 Children's Clean Water 
Festival CRWP 

4/15/2016 Clackamas County Water 
Education Team, Water 
Festival CRWP 

5/21/2016 Oregon City Pioneer 
Festival CRWP 
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Appendix L – Adult Presentations 

CRWP staff participated in and/or presented at, 8 adult presentations between July 1, 

2015 and June 30, 2016. 

 

7/13/2015 RWPC TV Shoot Garden Time CRWP 
7/27/2015 AIT Environmental Science class CRWP 
7/28/2015 Landscape Audit Eagles Landing HOA Sunrise 

HA CRWP 
9/8/2015 Oak Lodge Customer Landscape Audit CRWP 
1/26/2016 AIT Environmental Science class  CRWP 
2/18/2016 Stormwater Management Workshop 

Clackamas Community College CRWP 
6/14, 16/2016 PNWS AWWA Waterworks School Clackamas 

Community College (2) presentations CRWP 
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Appendix M – Quarterly E Newsletter 
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Appendix N -  Bumper Sticker 
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Appendix O – Summer Brochure 
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Appendix P – Rebate Program Brochure 

 
 

 


